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The mission of the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History is to inspire appreciation, understanding and stewardship
of our natural environment through discovery and learning.
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December ‘09

The Museum Aquarium
Face to Face Encounters With Our Special Marine Residents

Everyone who visits the Aquarium comes away with a memory of an
“up close and personal” meeting with one of our many fascinating
residents. This is the special season to explore our Aquarium: a
microcosm of Cape Cod water... from kettle ponds to brackish marsh to
the marine ecosystems of Cape Cod Bay.
Did you know that Myrtle, our legendary Diamondback Terrapin, who

has her own aquarium, is about 17 years old? She was found by Nancy
Church as one of two eggs in a nest that had been destroyed by
predators. Myrtle especially savors her morning ‘power walks’ around
the Aquarium that both build her muscles and give her a lot of to think
about!
Since early September the Tidal Pool has been home to two Shame-

faced Crabs, caught by Chatham fisherman and marine biologist
Cameron Smith in his dredging net. The Shame-faced Crab lives in
ocean water 30-40’ deep and therefore is rarely seen. According to our
Senior Aquarist, Doug Smith, this unusual crab is doing well, feeding in
the shallow depths of the tidal pool.
Great favories in the Tidal Pool are the skate and the flounder,

perhaps because their ability to camouflage themselves makes them
great finds when they suddenly appear. The Blue Lobster is exhibiting
very showy behavior in his new 120 gallon aquarium, no longer trying to
hide himself under rocks.
Each marine resident has a unique story to share, especially with the

visitor who takes the time to look.

An aquarium of Sand Fiddler Crabs
is a mini-habitat of these fast

moving invertebrates that quickly
hide in their sand holes

when startled.

Cartoon courtesy of Gordon Brooks

Myrtle, our Diamondback Terrapin, gets
plenty of exercise on her morning
walks around the Aquarium floors.

The Shame-faced Crab keeps both
claws across his face.

What is he hiding?
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The Museum is
very grateful to the
Massachusetts
Cultural Council,
a State agency,
for its support.

The Museum is
handicapped
accessible.

This is the time of year when we all become more aware
of teams - all the sports are either starting to wind down or
gear up - looking at the season’s end or hopeful for the
one beginning. The Museum is no different; we're winding
down from an incredibly busy season with attendance
approximately 20% over last year and are already planning
for next year. All of which leads to my latest appeal...
volunteers to help in new areas.
A number of months ago I wrote about our participation

in the American Association of Museum’s Institutional
Museum Assessment Program (IMAP). We have just
completed that process that included focusing on our
mission, the composition and skills of the Board of
Trustees, financial analysis, customer service, and our
place in the competitive environment. Although we don't
have the final report in hand as of this writing, the AAM
consultant gave us a glimpse into what to expect by stating
two main areas that he believes need attention: our
collections and our development effort.
To that end, I'm reaching out to our members and friends

and asking for help from those who have first-hand
experience with not only the two areas stated but also
initiatives to help our outreach efforts.
If you have skills in any of the following and wish to

volunteer, please contact us.

Collections:
� PastPerfect software
� Photography of artifacts
� Rocks/minerals; reptile, amphibian, herbarium,

avian and mammal mounts; prepared biological and
entomological specimens; marine mammals; marine shells;
fossil collections; archaeological artifacts.

� Exhibits

Development:
� Grant writer
� Giftworks software
� Membership
� Fund-raising
� Communications

Web:
� Social media (blogs, Twitter, Facebook),

developing our photo library, and preparing for
technology’s "next big thing."

We're also looking for computer help in the Gift Shop
and assistance with small construction jobs. It is an
exciting time to become involved!



MUSEUM NEWS

Meet Our New Trustee: Betsy Waters Harrison

containing 57 buildings as well as the Genesee
Country Nature Center, John L. Wehle Art Gallery and
Silver Base Ball Park. Betsy held that position for
seven years and had also served on the Museum's
Board of Trustees for three years, serving on the
executive, strategic planning and finance committees.
Prior to that, she had been president and CEO of
Career Development Services for 17 years, a
not-for-profit human resource and career consulting
educational organization, also located in Rochester,
NY.
While living in Rochester, Betsy was very involved

in the Rochester community and served on a variety
of boards. A past board member of the Mid Atlantic
Association of Museums and the Museum Association
of New York, she continues to serve on the board of
the WNY community bank, the Bank of Castile, as
well as on its parent company board, Tompkins
Financial Group (located in Ithaca, NY). She has a
B.A. in Political Science and an M.P.A., Masters in
Public Administration.
Betsy and her husband John are now living in the

East Dennis home she's been coming to since she
was a child. They have been CCMNH members for
years, having brought their two daughters to visit the
Museum many times when they were children.
We know the CCMNH will benefit from Betsy's

years of experience in the museum and non-profit
world. She is an enthusiastic fan of our Museum and
we look forward to working with her. Welcome, Betsy!

Around the Museum with Todd Kelley,
Aquarist and Field Guide

I talked with them and gave some options but failed
to consider our own South Trail as one. So I went
over to the Lee Baldwin South Trail where screech
owls and woodcocks could be, and was reminded of
what a splendid and diverse short walk it is. After
crossing the foot bridge over the Stony Brook, one
enters a beech forest where downy and hairy
woodpeckers vocally compete (downy fledged this
year from one of the beech trees here). Some bees
set up a hive in another beech tree close by this
summer too. If you continue on you will enter a
mature white oak and pitch pine forest where the
pines are tall, straight and large. Here I was warned
by chipmunk's cheeky "chuck" chirp and the busy
scampering about preparing food stores for the
winter. Here is also where northern flicker's repeated
"clear" call let me know whose home it is as well.
Some of the big pines have blown over and are
allowing for a natural succession to take place. The
pines that remain are a place to be looking for great
horned owls in the afternoon. There are three
benches along the way that offer different scenic
respites to look, listen and wonder if one likes. On
the backside of the property there are large black
oaks along with younger tupelos and red maples at
the brook's edge and an amazing stand of very large
beech trees directly across the Stony Brook Valley
Preserve completing this wonderfully diverse micro-
habitat of a mature Cape forest. All you have to do
is remember to take a little time and walk across the
street.

Note: Thank you, Dot Platt, for your
fine photographs showing the marsh crossing at
very high tide in the September/OctoberTidings!

Fred Budreski
congratulates
Professor
Stephen
Levine of

Hingham, the
winner of two
handsome
TREK

bicycles &
accessories at
the Friends

Raffle Drawing
September 8.

Under One Sky: Why Animals Matter
The International Fund

for Animal Welfare
will be on display through December 30.

Make a point of visiting the Museum especially
to see the amazing work our partner IFAW has

accomplished worldwide
for domestic and wild animals.

Betsy Harrison retired in
January 2008 as the president
and CEO of the Genesee
Country Village & Museum, one
of the nation's largest living
history museums. The museum is
located outside Rochester, NY
and consists of an historic village

An out-of-state couple came into
the Aquarium asking about seeing
screech owls and woodcocks.
They were birders and as many
birders do, they were focused on
specific birds to find.



Special Volunteer Evening Honors the 2009
“Above and Beyond” Volunteers:
Fran Cormier and Ray Jasinski

Recently we had a Volunteer Appreciation Party and like
last year, we celebrated two volunteers who received the
Above and Beyond Award: Fran Cormier and Ray
Jasinski.
The Above and Beyond Award is given to one man

and one woman who consistently come in to help out
either because they know the job needs to get done or
they have answered a plea and said “yes”...many, many
times. I came up with the award name simply by looking
around at what our volunteers do here at the museum to
make it a success: they go above and beyond.
Congratulations, Fran and Ray!

Pam Fearn
Volunteer Coordinator

Meet our 2010 KidSummer Director
Barbara Knoss

Overheard in Chatham...

Kay and Larry Medford from Houston, TX are
planning to retire to Brewster. When asked what they

would do on Cape Cod their first response was,
”Volunteer at the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History.”

Hooray for Kay and Larry!

Ray Jasinski

As Nancy Church, 2009
KidSummer Director, received a
grant to work at Waquoit Bay
National Estuarine Research
Reserve, the Museum is delighted to
welcome Barbara Knoss as
Kidsummer Director for 2010.

Barbara taught in a rural school in Minnesota for
thirty-five years. This school had a state designated
school forest of thirty acres and schoolchildren from
kindergarten through 6th grade were involved in taking
care of this forest with class projects. “They were taught
environmental education before it became popular. It
was a natural curriculum integration and connection to
their rural upbringing,” Barbara remembers.

A thirteen-year summer resident on the Cape, she
now lives in Dennisport. Having raised her own children
to love the outdoors, Barbara feels that the special
Cape environment gives children the opportunity to get
outside, to discover and make connections with the
natural world. To her our Museum is a very special
historic place, still here after a half-century and
promoting ever new opportunities for children to
experience the Cape. We are very fortunate to have
Barbara as our 2010 KidSummer Director and know that
the children attending KidSummer next year will be
sharing her mantra, “Nothing beats fresh air!”

The Museum thanks Marjorie Sturm
for her most generous gift to the KidSummer

Natural History Day Program Scholarship Fund
in memory of her good friend Virginia M. Arnold,
who was a life-long educator of young people.

Her gift will make KidSummer
affordable for many children.

Every once in a while someone
illuminates our lives like a bright and
beautiful shooting star. Bobbie
Williams was such a person. Her
energy, enthusiasm, love of learning,
and incredible ability left us all in
awe. It was such a privilege and
pleasure to be in her company.

Bobbie Williams - A Remembrance

Fran Cormier

IRA Contribution Opportunity
The government has continued, through Dec 31 of this year, a
limited opportunity to make a direct transfer from your IRA to a
charity without having to treat the transfer as income, resulting
in a tax saving. The gift counts toward the minimum withdrawal

requirement. Gifts may be up to $100,000
but must be trustee to trustee.

She had a way of energizing those around her. Thank
you, Bobbie, for giving your time and talent in so many
ways to the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History but
especially for giving your friendship to me and to
others.
It is difficult for us to realize that you have been

called home but we give thanks for the wonderful gift of
your life which you so generously shared with us.
We will miss you greatly and will keep you in our

hearts until we meet again.
Nancy Wigley



A native of Southington, CT, Jim received his
Associates Degree in Theology at Highland Hall
Preparatory Seminary and a BA in Business from St.
Michael’s College. In 1968 he enlisted in the Navy and
upon discharge received a Masters Degree in Education
under the GI Bill. Jim taught elementary school for 28
years in Cheshire, CT, sharing his life-long love of nature
and animals with his students.
In 1998 he moved to the Cape and joined the Senior

AmericaCorps. For two years he volunteered at the
Marine Biological Laboratories in Woods Hole, working
with water maintenance and aquarium upkeep...
specialties that brought him to the Museum in 2002.

At that time there were 12 displays. Today there are 25
displays. With a dramatically improved filtration
system and support of "an awfully good team," Jim
foresees further improvements to make the Aquarium
easier to maintain in the future. His special joy is the
interior design of the individual aquariums, arranging
rocks and plants as a work of art.
Jim's goal is to have a visiting professor admire the

sophistication of the Aquarium and at the same time have
a visiting child say, "I could make an aquarium like this!"
From the glowing comments Museum volunteers and

staff are hearing, Jim's hope is being realized right now!

Jim Dudac

Many of you already know Todd Kelley, having
tapped his impressive knowledge of the natural world
during field guide walks here at the Museum and
through his regular contributions to Tidings. A Museum
volunteer since late 2005, his role here has recently
expanded - he is our new aquarist aka "critter feeder."
Todd also chairs the Museum's Stewardship Advisory
Committee.
Growing up in Chatham, Todd graduated with the

Monomoyick class of 1979. (A family tradition… his
father graduated with the class of 1950.) He lives in
Chatham with his parents who, while not historians, are
"keepers of communal knowledge and history."
Todd left the Cape in 1983 and was back and forth

between Georgia and Cape Cod, then Florida and
Cape Cod. Eventually he settled in Florida doing 16th
century living history for ten years. He became known
as "The Timucuan," personifying a 16th century
indigenous Florida Indian of North Central Florida and
culminating in Currents of Time: "The River's First
People", an exhibit at the Museum of Science and
History in Jacksonville in 1997.
Now Todd has come full circle and has returned

home to his own people and history as Kelley
Trailblazer. He is also the Park Interpreter at Nickerson
State Park during the summer.
It's no surprise to hear that he likes to walk in the

woods and listen in silence. We (and our "critters") are
glad to have him with us!

Do You Know....Jim Dudac and Todd Kelley, Our Aquarists?

Todd Kelley

Friends of CCMNH Programs for
November and December 2009

Tuesday, November 10
1pm Friends Meeting &

Refreshments
1:30 pm Speaker TBA

Tuesday, December 8
3 pm Holiday Party

Cape Cod Bird Club Programs
November and December 2009

7:30 pm
November 9 Shawn Carey - “Photographing

Birds and other Wildlife:
Where, When and How"

December 14 Members’ Night
Silent Auction, Door Prizes,
Bake Sale, Digital Slide Show,
Members Table, Refreshments



Wednesday Walks With Connie Boyce
November-December 2009

10 am-12 noon
Approximate length of walks: 3-4 miles

$4/M - $6/NM Van trip - $2
November 4 Eastham Conservation Lands/Boat

Meadow Creek Area, Eastham
Leave CCMNH 9:20 am

11 Wings Pond Conservation Area/Bourne
Farm, Falmouth
Leave CCMNH 9:00 am Van Trip

18 Hardings Beach, Chatham
Leave CCMNH 9:15 am

25 Bud Carter Trail, Yarmouthport
Leave CCMNH 9:30 am

December 2 Nickerson State Park, Brewster
Leave CCMNH 9:40 am

9 Historic Barnstable Village, Barnstable
Leave CCMNH 9:15 am Van Trip

16 Sea Call Farm to Meetinghouse Pond,
Orleans
Leave CCMNH 9:15 am

23 Historic Yarmouthport, Yarmouthport
Leave CCMNH 9:30 am

30 Bells Neck, Harwich
Leave CCMNH 9:30 am

Indoors Painting Workshop for Everyone
with Karen North Wells

Saturday, November 7 and Sunday, November 8
9:30 am-4 pm

Fee: Member/$85, Non-Member/$100
Limited to 12 people. Registration required.

Call Museum at 508-896-3867
This workshop is for students to paint in any or all of the

different media: watercolor, acrylic, or water-soluble oil.
All skill levels in any of the water media. Demonstrations
(watercolor on Saturday, acrylic or oil on Sunday) followed
by individualized instruction in composition, color mixing,
values and perspective.
Group critique given at the end of the Sunday workshop.

Who’s
Watching You?

Owls of the
World with

Marcia Wilson
and

photographer
Mark Wilson

Saturday, November 28
10 am, 12:30 pm, 3 pm

Members: Adult - $10, Child under 12 - $5
Non-Members: Adult - $12, Child under 12 - $6

Registration and prepayment required.
Please call the Museum staff at 508-896-3867.

Seating limited.
More owls than ever plus wildlife photographer,

Mark Wilson!

Brewster for the Holidays
Saturday, December 5

11 am-3 pm
Free

Museum Open House

December School Vacation Programs
1 pm in the Auditorium

Free with Museum admission
Sunday, December 27

Cape Cod Therapy Dog Holiday Special
Monday, December 28

How Do We Save the Animals of the World?
Create a habitat.

Tuesday, December 29
Mysteries of the Deep
What’s going on down there?
Come and find out!

Wednesday, December 30
Welcome to the Past
Come and learn about the earliest peoples.
Make crafts in the style of Native Americans.

A spectacular sample of the mushrooms collected by some 60
participants on the September 24 Mushroom Safari with
Lawrence Schuster of the Boston Mycological Society at

Nickerson State Park.
Photograph courtesy of participant James W. Hadley AIA

An Eurasian Eagle Owl Photo © Eyes on Owls



KidSummer Natural History Day Programs Jun 28 to Aug 20, 2010
Please complete one application per child. Payment in full must accompany application. Mail completed application
with check or credit card number to Cape Cod Museum of Natural History, 869 Rt. 6A, Brewster, MA 02631

(Please Print) Child's First Name _________________Last Name__________________________

Birth Date ________________ M/F____ Grade entering Fall 2009____ Membership # ________

Parent's/Guardian's Name__________________________________________________________
Permanent Mailing Address
Street/POBox _________________________Town_______________State___ Zip _____________

E-mail_____________________Phone (____)_____________Cell phone (____)_______________
Summer Address, if different _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
Local Contact/Relationship _______________________________________________________

Street_____________________Town____________State____Zip_____Phone(____)___________

Week # ____ Date(s) ______________ Program_________________________ Fee $ __________

Week # ____ Date(s)_______________Program_________________________ Fee $ __________

New Membership: Family $60 _____ $ __________

Total $ __________

Check #______ or VISA, MC number: _____________________
Exp. Date _______Name on card _________________________

Signature of Cardholder (required):________________________

WK # DATES
1 6/28-7/2
2 7/5-7/9
3 7/12-7/16
4 7/19-7/23
5 7/26-7/30
6 8/2-8/6
7 8/9-8/13
8 8/16-8/20

Fee & Refund Policies:
� Registration will not be processed unless accompanied by full payment.
� 50% will be refunded if cancellation is made at least 5 days prior to the start of a session.
� No refunds will be issued for a KidSummer session after the start of the program.
� Sessions are not pro-rated for missed days.
� Complete refunds will be made if a program is cancelled for insufficient registration.
� Limited Financial Aid available.
� $50 of each tuition is a non-refundable administrative fee.

I have read and understand the KidSummer policies listed above.

Signature of Parent/Guardian (required):______________________________

Office Use Only: Rec'd___ Forms out___ In DB___ Forms back___

Cape Cod Museum of Natural History 869 Rt. 6A, Brewster, MA 02631 508-896 3867, Ext. 133 www.ccmnh.org

A Special Registration Offer
A memorable Holiday Gift for your child or grandchild!

10% off 2010 prices through January 31, 2010



KidSummer 
Jun 28 to Aug 20, 2010 
 
First Encounters 
Ages 3 & 4   9:30 am-12 pm 
5-session week M-F   
 $170M;$195N
3-session week M, W, F      
 $120M;$145NM
This course is designed to foster 
independence, encourage 
observation, and offer peer 
interaction. It will incorporate 
activities geared to this age level in 
three major areas – biology, 
physiology, and ecology. Sessions 
will be led by a teacher certified in 
early childhood education, assisted 
by an aide. Children must be toilet-
trained to attend & have had their 
3rd birthday. 
 
Nature Sleuths I and II 
Ages 5-7     9:30 am-12 pm 
5-session week M-F  
 $170M; $195NM
3-session week M, W, F    
 $120M; $145NM
I for Grs. K-1, II for Grs. 1-2. 
An opportunity to develop a child’s 
science skills through games, stories, 
creative projects, experiments and 
lots of outdoor exploration. Each 
week is unique and covers enough 
variety to engage the child who 
comes multiple weeks. 
Two Groups I for Grs. K-1, II for Grs. 
1-2. When enrollment allows, grades 
will be separated this way or they will 
be in one group, limited to twelve. 
 
Terra Nova 
TN A (Grs. 1-2); TN B (Grs. 3-4)  
10 am-3 pm 
5-session week M-F  
 $235M; $260NM
Hands-on projects and activities are 
the foundation for the wide range of 
natural history topics covered in a 
week. Activities and expectations are 
age-appropriate. 
Group A:  Grs. 1-2, Group B: Grs. 3-4 
When enrollment allows, grades will 
be separated this way or they will be 
in one group, limited to twelve. 
 

NATURAL HISTORY 
 
Extreme Science 

 Grades 5-7   10 am-3 pm 
 5-session week M-F  
 $260M; $285NM

Organized with the serious science    
student in mind. Each week will bring 
an opportunity to study wetlands, 
explore Marine Biology or aquatics in 
depths appropriate for the ages and    
levels of the students enrolled. 

 

Special  
Registration Offer!  

A Wonderful  
Holiday Gift! 

Note: 10% off 2010 
prices through 

January 31, 2010 

Deadline Notice 
All forms (health, immunization 
record, emergency contacts and 
release waivers) are required by 
the Board of Health and must 
be received by June 15, 2010. 
For registrations made after 
June 15, all forms must be filled 
out at the time of registration. To 
insure a safe environment for all, 
no child will be allowed to attend 
the program until forms are 
received and staff has had 
adequate time to review this 
information. 

 

DAY PROGRAMS 
 

WK #    DATES 
1 6/28-7/2  
2 7/5-7/9  
3 7/12-7/16 
4 7!9-7/23 
5 7/26-7/30 
6 8/2-8/6 
7 8/9-8/13 
8 8/16-8/20 

Notes:
. Age limits for each 
program are intended to 
ensure the safety and 
enjoyment of the children 
and will be strictly 
enforced. 
· Emergency contact, 
permission for field trips, & 
photography release forms 
are provided after 
registration & must be 
signed & returned before 
sessions begin. 
· Medical forms must be 
completed and returned to 
the Museum before a 
youngster is allowed to 
attend. 
· CCMNH’s discipline and  
health policies are 
distributed at the time of 
registration. 
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Open to the public
Wednesday-Sunday

11 am-3 pm
and for scheduled events.

27 28 29

4 5

30 31

2009 Exhibit
Under One Sky:

Why Animals Matter
The International Fund

for Animal Welfare

3

3 42009 Exhibit Through December 30
Under One Sky:

Why Animals Matter
The International Fund

for Animal Welfare

Open to the public
Wednesday-Sunday

11 am-3 pm
and for scheduled events.

1 2

1 2

Museum closed
Veterans Day

Museum closed
Thanksgiving Day

Museum closed
Christmas Day

10 am, 12:30 pm
& 3 pm

Eyes on Owls

9:30 am-4 pm
Indoors Painting
Workshop

9:30 am-4 pm
Indoors Painting
Workshop

11 am-3 pm
Brewster for the
Holidays CCMNH
Open House

Museum closed
Christmas Eve

Museum closed
New Year’s Eve

7:30 pm
Cape Cod
Bird Club

7:30 pm
Cape Cod
Bird Club

9:20 am Wed Walk

9 am Wed Walk

9:15 am Wed Walk

9:30 am Wed Walk

9:40 am Wed Walk

9:15 am Wed Walk

9:15 am Wed Walk

9:30 am Wed Walk

9:30 am Wed Walk

School Vacation Programs daily at 1 pm

= Special Sightings

In the Marshview Room -
The video of our 2009
Osprey family from their

March arrival to their fall departurel

In the Aquarium -
Our young Diamondback

Terrapins on a Head-Start
Program for release

next spring.

11 am-3 pm
Gift Shop Fall Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift Shop
Holiday Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale

11 am-3 pm Gift
Shop

Holiday Sale

1 pm Friends
Meeting &

1:30 pm Speaker
TBA

3 pm Friends
Holiday
Party

In the Clarence Hay Library

THE ANIMAL DIALOGUES:
UNCOMMON ENCOUNTERS IN THE WILD.

In the Clarence Hay Library
BECAUSE CATS PURR:

HOW WE RELATE TO
OTHER SPECIES AND WHY IT MATTERS



Cape Cod Museum of Natural History
869 Route 6A
Brewster, MA 02631

Phone: 508-896-3867 - Fax: 508-896-8844 - E-mail: info@ccmnh.org - www.ccmnh.org

Become a member!
Join us

for a continuing
journey

of exploration
at your

Cape Cod Museum
of Natural History.

For information
about membership
call the Museum at

508-896-3867.

Check our website
www.ccmnh.org

for
on-going programs.

or current resident
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